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The FairPlay movement is a non-profit initiative to 
end predatory trade practices worldwide. 
 

BUY LOCAL CHICKEN AND 
SUPPORT LOCAL JOBS  
Late last year, the government announced the 
master plan for the poultry industry that 
includes measures to boost domestic demand. 

A similar plan for the sugar industry was 
signed earlier this month.  

However, a key difference between the two 
plans is that industrial users and retailers have 
explicitly agreed to prioritize local sugar 
producers for three years with at least 80% of 
sugar consumption to come from local farms 
and millers during the first year, increasing to 
95% by 2023.  

"FairPlay is proposing that a similar 
commitment be written into the chicken 
master plan, and we will be raising the issue 
with wholesalers and retailers in this buy local 
chicken campaign," Francois Baird, founder of 
the FairPlay Movement, said.  

Recently the FairPlay Movement was joined by 
trade unions and the country's official buy-
local advocacy organization, Proudly SA, in 
launching a campaign to promote the 
consumption of local chicken. 

 

CALLS FOR NATIONAL TASK FORCE TO ADDRESS CHILD 
STUNTING IN SOUTH AFRICA 
Child health organisations, an academic and the FairPlay movement have 
called for a national task force to address the high incidence of child stunting 
in South Africa. 

The task force proposal arose from priorities identified during a webinar 
hosted by Food for Mzansi and FairPlay and was endorsed by the panellists.  

Some 27% of South African children – more than one in four – suffer from 
stunting by the age of five, which affects them both physically and cognitively 
for the rest of their lives. Stunting results from chronic malnutrition in the first 

https://youtu.be/R_coI5RrvyY
https://youtu.be/R_coI5RrvyY
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five years of a child’s life, and particularly in the first 1000 days. 

Stunting can be prevented. Webinar panellists identified actions that could be 
taken immediately to reduce the incidence of child stunting, and set South 
Africa on a path to eliminating it altogether. 

These priorities ranged from “putting stunting in the spotlight” to revising and 
implementing health care policies from national to local level to ensure access 
to nutritious food. 

Dr Kopano Mabaso, executive director of Grow Great, an organisation 
dedicated to galvanizing a national commitment to zero stunting by 2030, 
said other countries with fewer resources than South Africa had reduced the 
prevalence of childhood stunting.  

The World Bank estimates that countries that have high burdens of childhood 
stunting lose 8-11% of GDP per annum. “The capacity of children to learn is 
undermined even before they enter school. It’s heart breaking, this 
preventable loss of precious human capital. 

"If we want to be the South Africa we know we can be, we have to invest in the 
foundations for success. Ending stunting is one of these foundations,” Dr 
Mabaso said. 

Dr Marc Wegerif, a lecturer in development studies at the University of 
Pretoria, said South Africa has a food and nutrition policy, adopted in 2013, 
but it was not being implemented efficiently.  

"More than 51% of South Africans are experiencing either moderate or severe 
food insecurity. This was before Covid.  More food insecure people today 
means more stunting tomorrow." 

Dr Wegerif said interventions were urgent because, even before the impact of 
the coronavirus pandemic, predictions were that the incidence of child 
stunting would rise due to widespread poverty and unemployment in the 
country. 

“We have lost hundreds of thousands of jobs in the agricultural sector in the 
last 20 years,” he said. 

Francois Baird, founder of the FairPlay movement said that ending child 
stunting had to become a national priority, involving people at all levels - 
government and private sector, large companies and small-scale farmers. 
Reducing unemployment, and preventing job losses through predatory trade, 
had to be a focus because unemployment led to the poverty and malnutrition 
that resulted in child stunting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Eustace Mashimbye, CEO of Proudly SA, 
notes: “It is the lack of demand for South 
African goods and our reliance on imported 
instead of locally manufactured items that is 
dragging local manufacturing down.” 

“The local chicken and poultry industry has 
suffered greatly from product dumped into 
our market from overseas but with grocery 
baskets fuller than usual at this time of year 
we are pushing the choice of locally produced 
chicken over imported ones “ 

The poultry sector is strategically important to 
SA as a source of employment and agricultural 
production, and the state has moved to protect 
it from unfair competition.  

It has suffered huge job losses in recent years 
and has blamed its demise on cheap chicken 
imports from Brazil. 
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WHY IS THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAT IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS (AMIE) NOT PROMOTING SA 
CHICKEN EXPORTS? 
In an article in Business Maverick on 18 November 2020, Paul Matthew, CEO of the Association of Meat Importers and Exporters 
(AMIE), shows no enthusiasm for the chicken export drive which is a key pillar of the Poultry Sector Master Plan agreed a year ago. 
AMIE is a signatory to the master plan and should therefore be committed to its objectives, which include expanding exports and 
reducing imports. 

On the contrary, by promoting imports and opposing the tariffs that would curb them, AMIE has seemed more intent on 
undermining the master plan than supporting it. 

Exporting is part of the job for AMIE and its members. On this first anniversary of the master plan signing, where is his excitement 
about the increased export tonnages the plan is supposed to bring about? Export volumes in 2019 were a tenth of the huge 
volumes of chicken imports. Lots of room to expand there, but what are Amie and its members doing about it? 

While the chicken industry is doing all it can to support and implement the master plan, what are exporters bringing to the party? 
Where is the help that they committed to in terms of finding export markets? 

Where is AMIE’s transformation plan, another important pillar of the master plan? What are they doing to give small farmers 
market access, as they have promised? 

When will importers stop the potentially dangerous practice of thawing and repackaging of bulk chicken imports, as the master 
plan, which they signed, envisaged? 

Matthew complains that the lack of exports to the European Union is due to “residue restrictions” on “antibiotics and other liquid 
material”.  He knows firstly that the issue is far wider than this, and secondly that it is being dealt with in discussions between SA 
and the EU. 

To supply major export markets, South Africa needs to increase its state veterinary capacity, both in terms of staff and facilities. This 
is all set out in the master plan. Domestically, it needs to increase the testing of imported meat, including chicken, which is 
currently done on a random basis. What is AMIE doing to facilitate these food safety objectives, and to fund increased testing to the 
levels required? 

Paul Matthew owes the country, and the government departments responsible for the master plan, an explanation for his 
organisation’s apparent lack of enthusiasm. 
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POULTRY MASTER PLAN: HATCHING JOBS 
In a recent IOL Business Report Eustace Mashimbye, CEO of Proudly SA, examines how South Africa’s Poultry Master Plan is 
working to reverse the decimation of the local poultry sector by beginning to turn the tide on the massive quantity of poultry that is 
imported into South Africa. 

The poultry sector is the largest contributor to the agricultural sector overall, taking into account that poultry producers purchase 
almost half of all the maize and soya produced here in South Africa. Local chickens eat local grain – that is an intrinsic part of the 
sector’s value chain. 

The implementation of the Poultry Master Plan, put together with inputs from government, industry stakeholders and organised 
labour, includes a target of 5 000 new jobs by 2023. These will be created through investment by producers into the sector to the 
tune of R1.5 billion (of which R1bn has already been allocated). 

This kind of investment into industry infrastructure and equipment will enable the sector to increase its production by 10 percent 
over the next few years and was pledged in return for the government’s review and increase in import tariffs in March this year.  

But the key to sustaining higher production levels will be to drive higher demand from consumers and even from the corporate 
and government sectors. There is a suggestion on the table that poultry should be on the government’s list of items designated for 
mandatory local sourcing for consumption in hospitals and prisons, for example. 

There are many reasons why we should be buying only locally produced poultry products, and these include tracing, in the event 
that any products become contaminated. 

Imported chicken is still permitted to show as many as nine possible countries of origin, whereas locally produced packs must 
adhere to stringent labelling requirements which allows for tracing back to the production plant. 

Poultry, specifically chicken, is an important protein staple in the South African diet and its safety, price and availability must be 
protected. By managing our local poultry sector and allowing it to grow we can do this at the same time as creating much-needed 
new jobs. 

 Eustace Mashimbye, CEO Proudly SA 

https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/opinion/poultry-sector-hatching-a-jobs-master-plan-d718ced8-07c4-4adf-a823-f284ef2fb79b
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A YEAR-END MESSAGE FROM FAIR PLAY MOVEMENT FOUNDER FRANCOIS BAIRD 
Despite the upheaval of 2020 and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic posing challenges into 2021, we have much to celebrate 
and to achieve. 

The coronavirus disrupted the value chain, but it hasn’t stopped chicken dumping in South Africa. So, FairPlay focused its 
campaign against predatory trade in 2020 on the chicken industry, its workers and their communities.  

Every bite of local chicken feeds local jobs. Hopefully, any number of anti-dumping applications could be expected in 2021. 
FairPlay will support these applications, and continue to support the Poultry Sector Master Plan, to constrain imports and create 
jobs through local expansion. Our “Buy Local Chicken” campaign will be stepped up in 2021, as will our campaign for a task force 
to reduce the incidence of child stunting, which results from malnutrition.  

Predatory trade is the abusive parent of child stunting. Predatory trade kills local jobs, unemployment causes poverty, and poverty 
results in malnutrition. Conversely, buying local chicken creates local jobs and livelihoods, and thus combats poverty. 

FairPlay aims at these challenges in 2021. May the peace of the season help you recover from 2020 and be as enthusiastic about 
2021 as we are! 



 6 

 

 

FAIRPLAY ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
Follow FairPlay                 @FairPlayZA                  http://www.facebook.com/fairplayZA/ 

The FairPlay movement is a not-for-profit trade movement that fights for jobs. Its goal is to end 
predatory trade practices between countries so that big and small nations play by the same rules. It 
supports the principle that penalties for transgressing those rules apply equally to everybody. 

FairPlay was founded in October 2016. In alliance with existing organisations and experts it formulates 
and promotes strategies to defend communities made vulnerable by predatory trade practices and 
promote sustainable livelihoods. 

These alliance partners are international, currently from the USA, Canada, Ireland, UK, Ghana and South 
Africa. 

FairPlay mission: To end the scourge of dumping as an immoral trade practice. 

FairPlay vision: A world where dumping no longer exists, with free trade according to the rules. 

http://fairplaymovement.org 

http://fairplaymovement.org
http://www.facebook.com/fairplayZA/
https://twitter.com/FairPlayZA

