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The FairPlay movement is a non-profit initiative to end 
predatory trade practices worldwide. 

SCANDALOUS PROLIFERATION 
OF UNSAFE IMPORTED 
POULTRY THREATENS THE 
HEALTH OF SOUTH AFRICANS 
Over the last six weeks FairPlay has 
exposed the sale of unsafe, repackaged, 
frozen and unfrozen imported meat at 
retail shops around the country. It is a 
situation that overwhelms the ability of 
South Africa’s understaffed health 
inspectors to prevent unsafe meat getting 
to consumers. 

It is reported that a R1.4 million fine was 
imposed on one of the country’s largest 
meat wholesalers, Durban-based Chester 
Meat, because of the provision of “unsafe 
meat”. The National Consumer 
Commission’s (NCC) latest annual report 
also details the urgent product safety recall 
of a consignment of chicken portions 
imported from Brazil by another large 
importer, Merlog Foods. The consignment 
tested positive for salmonella. 

In an article published in Business Report 
FairPlay founder, Francois Baird points out 

FAIRPLAY: NEW POULTRY MASTER PLAN WILL STAND OR FALL 
BY IMPLEMENTATION 

http://fairplaymovement.org/new-poultry-master-plan-will-stand-or-fall-by-implementation/
http://fairplaymovement.org/new-poultry-master-plan-will-stand-or-fall-by-implementation/
https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/opinion/are-sa-health-inspectors-up-to-the-task-at-hand-36839167
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that these are not isolated incidents.  In fact 
it is a rampant scandalous state of affairs 
according to Baird ; one that FairPlay has 
been working for some time to expose.  

“We have recently been in touch with the 
authorities, and with Merlog, over chicken 
portions offered for sale which we believe 
do not meet local labelling requirements. 
Labelling is critical to trace contamination, 
more than 200 people died last year, 
because of the listeriosis outbreak. A 
similar tragedy must not be allowed to 
happen again.” 

In the last month alone, FairPlay has 
exposed the sale of unsafe meat at 
prominent retailers such as Shoprite, 
Massmart and Spar. South African 
consumers are being continually exposed 
to chicken products distributed by 
importers that carry no expiry dates, batch 
numbers, abattoir details, or production 
dates. In some instances frozen imported 
chicken is being thawed and sold as fresh. 

After the recent food safety tragedy that 
costs the lives of over 200 South Africans 
exposed to listeriosis it is appalling that 
nothing has been done to put a stop to 
unsafe poultry meat from being imported 
and distributed throughout the country. 



3 

OUR GOAL IS TO ENSURE THE SUSTAINABILITY OF THE POULTRY INDUSTRY 
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BRAZIL AND EU CONTINUE THEIR ASSAULT ON SA AGRICULTURAL JOBS 
South African poultry producers have been sounding the alarm for years. Despite submitting an application for import tariffs 
months ago, they are still waiting for the SA government to announce its decision. 

While being the sixth most competitive poultry producer in the world, South Africa still imports the equivalent of eight million 
chickens every week. Since 2010, SA's poultry industry lost 73% of its per capita growth to these imports. 

2018 was a record year for poultry imports – 20% above the five-year average. EU imports increased by 163% year-on-year. Local 
producers remain under immense pressure: Profits at Astral Foods plummeted by 70%, and profits at RCL are down 75% – pushed 
into a loss by dumping. 

Nearly half of South Africa’s maize and more than 90% of its soya production is bought by chicken producers. If the chicken 
industry is destroyed, South Africa's maize and grain sector will follow. As many as 20 000 jobs in these sectors would be at risk if 
the chicken industry collapses. 

Ghana's once-flourishing poultry industry, which met almost all local demand, now only produces 5% of the country’s chicken; 
95% of all chicken in Ghana is now imported. As trade predators get a foothold, they increase their market share through predatory 
pricing until no local industries or competitors remain. They are using the same tactics here in South Africa. 

The FairPlay movement, job-seekers, trade unions and impoverished rural communities will be watching closely to see whether the 
new poultry industry master plan sets the industry on a growth path by cutting back the devastating flow of dumped and predatory 
imports. 
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GLOBAL ACTIVISTS CALL OUT BRAZILIAN POULTRY AND MEAT PRODUCERS FOR RAZING AMAZON 
RAIN FORESTS 
Recently Greenpeace and other environmental activists have drawn attention to the role of Brazilian poultry and meat producers in 
the destruction of the Amazon rainforest, which is often referred to as the “lungs of the world”. 

Fires have been started deliberately by farmers to clear land in response to Brazil President Bolsonaro’s calls to open the Amazon 
up to expanded food production. Close to 2.5 million hectares of land – an area one and a half times larger than Swaziland – was 
burned in the Brazilian Amazon during August, according to data published by INEP, Brazil’s agency responsible for monitoring 
forest clearances.  

Greenpeace is demanding that countries stop importing meat from Brazil as a constructive measure against climate change. 

According to Greenpeace “the Amazon is on fire and global fast food companies can put a stop to it. They must stop buying meat, 
chicken and soya from Brazil until the Amazon and its people are protected.” 

Although Greenpeace calls out global fast food chains it is worth noting that in South Africa major chains like KFC and Nando’s, to 
their credit, source their poultry locally. 

FERN, a highly respected European NGO committed to saving the world’s forests, has produced a comprehensive paper on 
Agriculture and Deforestation laying out the issues. 

The production and demand for animal products in the EU, as well as global trade developments, can result in a situation where 
forest clearing for soybean production for exports to the EU and elsewhere becomes a profitable activity, leading to increased 
deforestation. 

Brazil is, by far, the biggest source for soya as feed for broilers. More soya is consumed in poultry production than in cattle 
production. 

South Africa is no stranger to the devastating impacts of global warming so acting locally to address climate change includes 
ensuring that the chicken we consume is produced locally. 

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/mcdonalds-burger-king-kfc-stop-the-amazon-fires/
https://www.fern.org/fileadmin/uploads/fern/Documents/Fern CAP SUMMARY FINAL_0.pdf


The FairPlay movement is a not-for-profit trade movement that fights for jobs. Its goal is to end 
predatory trade practices between countries so that big and small nations play by the same rules. It 
supports the principle that penalties for transgressing those rules apply equally to everybody. 

FairPlay was founded in October 2016. In alliance with existing organisations and experts it formulates 
and promotes strategies to defend communities made vulnerable by predatory trade practices and 
promote sustainable livelihoods. 

These alliance partners are international, currently from the USA, Canada, Ireland, UK, Ghana and South 
Africa. 

FairPlay mission: To end the scourge of dumping as an immoral trade practice. 

FairPlay vision: A world where dumping no longer exists, with free trade according to the rules. 

http://fairplaymovement.org

FAIRPLAY ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Follow FairPlay @FairPlayZA    http://www.facebook.com/fairplayZA/ 

https://twitter.com/FairPlayZA
http://www.facebook.com/fairplayZA/



