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Dr Clif Johnston        18 April 2019 
Vice Chairman 
SA National Consumer Union 
Email:  sancu@sabs.co.za 
 
Dear Dr Johnston 
 
The FairPlay Movement is a not-for-profit trade movement that fights for jobs and small farmer 
livelihoods. Its goal is to end predatory trade practices between countries so that big and small nations 
play by the same rules.  
 
The purpose of our writing concerns the SANCU campaign on behalf of Brazilian chicken exporters, to 
prevent an increase in duties on imported chicken products from Brazil. 
 
There is a constitutional imperative to FairPlay’s campaigns. South Africa has the first constitution in the 
world to include social and economic rights as justiciable rights. These rights include the right of access to 
housing, health care and education. They recognize that the majority of our people need and want an 
income that allows them and their families to enjoy sufficient food to eat, have a roof over their heads 
and have their children educated. 
 
Justice Richard Goldstone, FairPlay’s patron, explained the importance of recognising the social and 
economic rights of South Africans at the 2017 FairPlay Social Support Summit in Johannesburg: “These 
second-generation rights are as important to the majority of our people as those first-generation human 
rights relating to freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, or freedom from unlawful arrest; and 
consequently and as a major innovation, the second-generation rights are justiciable under our 
Constitution. 
 
By the same token the rights granted to all South Africans have little practical meaning for the millions of 
those in our nation who are unemployed and forced to live in circumstances that our Constitution does 
not countenance. Our unemployment rate is one of the highest in the world and it keeps growing.”  
 
Not only does predatory trade undermine these rights; it actively constrains the development of a critical 
indigenous industry and, in so doing, prevents social and economic development in regions most in need 
of the sustainable employment that the poultry industry provides.  
 
FairPlay notes with profound sadness and deep concern that SANCU has thrown its weight in behind the 
efforts of Brazil to prevent an increase in import duties on imported chicken products. 
 
This allegiance with Brazil is profoundly sad, given SANCU’s claim to be an independent organisation 
whose only loyalty is to SA consumers. It is deeply concerning because the realities of chicken imports 
into South Africa undermine and contradict at least four of the Consumer Food Rights published on 
SANCU’s own website:  
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1. The right to safe food. The Department of Health currently allows the repacking of imported 
chicken in SA. This means that frozen bulk packs of imported chicken are thawed out, broken up 
(often by hand) and repacked – with labelling that makes traceability impossible. The food safety 
implications should be glaring. Would SANCU not better serve consumers by joining the calls to 
government to amend this provision and force customised packing and labelling to be done at 
source, along with independent plant inspections? 

 
2. The right to be informed about food. This right speaks directly to labelling requirements. Local 

producers have to adhere to strict and extremely detailed labelling standards; the same does not 
apply to imported products. Instead of being able to trace a local chicken portion right back to 
the farm where the bird was raised and the food and medicine it received, imported chicken can 
be sold with nothing more than a vague reference to the country, or countries, where the 
portions may have come from. Again, would you not agree that SANCU would better serve its 
constituency by fighting for the right of SA consumers to know where the chicken they eat come 
from? 
 

3. The right to redress about food issues. The listeriosis tragedy of 2018 clearly illustrated the 
importance of this consumer food right. When you don’t know where the food you eat came 
from, redress is impossible. Which brings us back to labelling and traceability and the same 
question: on which side of the argument does SANCU best serve SA consumers? 

 
4. The right to sustainable supply of food. Sustainability is not the same as short-term affordability. 

Imported chicken may be a few cents cheaper than local products, but the long-term damage it 
does to the local industry specifically and the national economy in general, poses an existential 
threat to food security in our country and our region. SA is currently the most food-secure 
country in Africa. Can SANCU claim to be serving consumers when it actively supports predatory 
imports from countries whose endgame is market control in SA? 

 
We have tried, and failed, to find a single instance where SANCU has added its voice to the concerns 
about the safety of Brazilian chicken imports at a time when the EU and other countries are banning such 
imports due to food safety concerns. Likewise, we have never had the support of SANCU to protect SA 
consumers against food-safety risks and labelling transgressions of imported products.  
 
Why have you not supported FairPlay when we argue that labelling of imported chicken products break 
the rules? Why have you not issued a public statement about the food-safety risks of untraceable 
imported food products, particularly chicken products? Why have you not expressed any support for 
protecting the chicken value chain, starting with grain and soya production, to ensure food supply 
sustainability for South African consumers?   
 
FairPlay urges you, Dr Johnston, to reclaim SANCU’s independence and, in the matter of chicken imports, 
to really fight for SA consumers. They are the people who need your support, not the Brazilian exporters.  
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FairPlay also invites your organisation to commit itself to supporting the constitutional rights of all South 
Africans by condemning and eschewing alliance with all predatory trade practices that destroy jobs and 
work against the best interests of all local consumers, particularly the poor. 
 
Your urgent reply would be appreciated. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
FRANCOIS BAIRD 
FOUNDER - FAIRPLAY 
 
 
 


